Introduction
The Kuril Islands are an archipelago of more than 56 islands in the northwestern Pacific Ocean between the Kamchatka Peninsula and Hokkaido. The biodiversity of the Kuril Archipelago has been the subject of a recent (1994) (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) biotic survey of the terrestrial and freshwater plants and animals by the International Kuril Island Project (IKIP). The results of this survey have been published in numerous publications and are also available from a website maintained at the University of Washington (cf. www.okhotskia.org; see also Pietsch et al. 2003 and references therein). The freshwater planarians, collected during one of the seven IKIP expeditions, remained to be examined.
A second, briefer biotic survey of only the North Kuril Islands as well as Kamchatka, was carried out by joint expeditions of Japanese and Russian scientists in 1996 and 1997 (cf. Komai 2000 . A preliminary report on the freshwater planarians collected during this survey was published by Kawakatsu and Kuranishi (2000) . Earlier from the Kurils, only Miyadi (1937) had reported any find of freshwater pla- Species Diversity, 2009, 14, 307-322 
